1956-1957 CORVETTE
“PAPERWORK” VIN#'S:

The 1856 Corvettes were numbered from E$65001001 through E565004487, while the 1957' ranged’
from ES78100001 through BA75106329, Note the aequential formal change, from 001001 to 100003 for
the first velilole built, ‘The VING (Vehicle Ientifiention Number) will be found stamped:an the smatl |
metal tag, attached by phillips serews to the deivers side door-hinge pillar: Also it ig dtamped less
congpicuously. in two spots atop the frame rafl, shidd of the left rear wheel kickup, Although the |
vehiclos were actuully stamped "ESGS00,.".or NEG7SI0.., -imagine our surprise when the “VE"
puperwork vehicles began showing up. No Chevrolet Motor: Division documentation hinted at this
phenomenon, and the hobby was Jargely unpropared for | hearunce, :
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Now bureancrats are funny folk. And jubs over at the Div
serve the motoring public, But it's a eruel world oiit: the
and by golly, they end up putting more falth and trust in
and numbers taken from .adtugl vehieles, The "EU yéry
1956/67 Corvette buyer approaches Vehicle Registration wil
recently purchased in another state. The entry of such'a: ! st
a’‘vomparison by a law-enforeement officer of the paperwork sceompanylng the vehicle with the VIN#
actuelly appearing on the smsll ‘metal VIN¥ tag, A minor discrepancy here can cause some tense
moments, RP56/57 has heard numerous “horror stories wherein an inhocent purchaser of u 1956/57
"VE" paperwork car received a hostile reception from ‘a véhicle registration or law enforcement
employee who just could not cope with the "VE! on the paperwork &nd the solitary "EY on the vehlcle
Itself. We dedieate this artiole to the reduetion of sueh:hestility: hopefully it will'redice some of
the "E" versus "VE* confusion, . R CN SRR TR

THE SURVIVOR, "VE" VEHICLES.

RP56/57 has now logged-in Torty 1956 "VE" paperwork Cervettes and fifty-cne 1957 "VE! paperwork
cars. These!figures represent approximately 13% of the 300-plus 1956' and 5% of -the 1000 1957's
thus far recorded by RP §6/57.78ince. the "VE" paperwork vehicles Heve ‘been turming up moré
frequently of late, we expect éven more during future months, The: following list indicates the "VE!
ears reported to date. Readers should note the VIN# forinat change {from:001001-on-up fo 100001-on-
up) which oceutred after the 1956 model riini : :

A review of the VIN# list on the following page sugpests several characteristies:

1. Random placement: The random placement of the "WE" VIN¥'s throughiout the 1956 and 1057 model
runs demonstrates that the "VE" phenomonon did not ceeur only briefly aftér-the end of the 1935

Corvetie production (V-8 1955 Corvettes do'have o "VEY prefix stamped on the VINK tag).
i -

2. 1958 % is preater: With 13% of the surviving 1956'3 ahd 5% of the surviving 1057's being "VE™
prellx earE, 1T appears that use of the. "w» diminished as time passed. i

3. 1957 % drops after ear §3000: The 1957 "VE" usage declines noticeably in-the last half of the 1961
madel run,

The diminishing appentance of the "VE" as one moves from the start-of the 1956 model runi to-the end
of the 1957 model run suggests that the persons who.were insarting the profix on the paperwork begun
to realize that it was not necessary, and abundoned the practice,

THOSE TIN CARS.

Those 1958/57 tin Chevrolats (genus: Rustus Metalus) did have "V prefix VIN#'s when V-8 equipped.
And Corvettes are titled as Chevrolets In most states. "This feature helps to explain the phantom "v"
prefixes seen on some’ 1956/57 Corvette paperwork, But it is not conclugive. To date RP $6/57 has
seen no Chevrolet Motor Division documentation uging the "VE" VIN# format. And importantly, none
of the Yspocial™ 1956/57 RPO/CPO/LOPO Corvettes (ie., S-R tailfinned cars,Sebrihg team. cars,
Btyting Studio :cars, and other one-off cars) surveyed to dute have a "VE? VIN#. The fact that
Chevrolet did not use the "VE" on Its own 1956/57 speelal Corvettes supports the theory that the "VE"
did not origindT8 with the manufacturer. Also the inconsistent and random eppearance of the "VE®
supports this theory, When the "VE" cars were [irst noted some years ago, we suspected that perhaps
the paperwork "WEY originated nt St. Louis, There the: MSO (Manufacturer’s State of Origin) and the
infamous windshield-affixed Build/Delivery Sheet were prepared by clerioal personnel. But we have
carefully studied this matter, have reviewed all avaitable puperwork, and we no longer support. the 8t,
Louis-origin theory.
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"VE"—A CHILD OF THE AGENCY LEVEL?

It is now our thinking that the 18%6/57 Corvette  puperwork . "WE* originated at the Chevrolet
agenoy/dealership level. We began to suspect this when we gained access to g number of original
involces for ‘1956/57's, arid we realized: thit lmportant -documentation did originate at the agency
level, The invoices ‘were agency~gehe ‘thug, the ageney/dealership was & crucial link fn the
development of 1956/57 paperswork. Atter receiving the MSO which secompanied cach vehiele;l) the
agency drew up the Involee {(upon which it, the agency, inserfed the VIN), and 1) the agenoy
forwarded the MSO plus supporting vehicle-sale documentation (upon whieh it, again, inserted the
VIN#} to Vehicle Registration for the generation of & registration title, The erucial positioning of the
aganey in the paperwork flow strongly suggest that only the ageney could have ¢aused the insertion of
the "YEY on the paperwork.

What vould the motive have been? No motive=at least, no uiterior motive, Juat familinrity with those
aforementioned 1956/57 tin Chevrolets; with their "v* VIN# prefix when V-8 equipped, And while
ngenoy elerical personnel were bandiing V-8 1956/57 Chevrolet paperwork on 4 dally basls, a 1956/57
Corvelto new-car sile was  rave happenstance in the typheal dealership, There wore more Chevrolet
dealerships than there were new 195657 Corveltes, 5o the avernge would be less than one new
Corvette sale per dealership, Thus the typical dealership office clerk, out there in Padunk Junction,
necustomed to handling the Chevrolet puperwork where the ™V signelled o V-8 engine, might easily
have followed this routine with the V-8 Corvette,

YOUR GUESS?

Readers who huve other theories ont those "VE" prefix 1956/57 ‘Corvettes are urged to write to

Research Praject 1856/1857, e/o Michael Hunt, 5405 Shaw Ct., Madison, W1, 53705, Be sure to enclose
Ef & reply'is desireq,

1956 "VE! PAPERWORK CORVEFTES 1857 "VE! PAPERWORK CORVETTES
VES35001145 VES73100126 V578108577
V565001361 VES78100891 VE57810960%
VES6300L590 VES7SI00337 VEE7S10405%
VE568001619 VaH73100445 VES73104174
V5563001733 VES78100449 VES75104512
VES630001748 VES78100472 VEST8104411
VR563001775 VESTS100527 VES78104538
VE568001792 VES75100886 YE573104560
VE565002018 VES?S100771 VRE78104509
VES63002023 VES731006019 VES73105526
VES65002037 “YE5751000 27 VES73105837
YESS3002200 VESYS101010 VES781068106
V3568002210 V573101018 ‘
VES65002219 VES7d10L018

-VRB68002426 VES75101098
VEBBSOD245D VES7S5101218
VER568002458 ‘VES78101222
VBS68000465 VES73)101345
VBE63002585 VES7410L448
VEB6300268 e VES781014%Y7
VESG8Q0L81L VES7310)699
VEB6S002943 VES7510184%2
VEBBH00303% VES78101874
VESE8003080 VE§75101892
VEBE5005067 VES78102041
VEB63003138 VES75102112
+BHEI00B428 VBETS10230)
VEBGH005488 VEBTII0R556
VESB3005620 VEST8102404
YES68005553 YE5873102504
VES6800558¢ VEET3108514
VES63003635 VEG73102516
YES85005638 VEE78102755
VES63008694 VES73100081
VEB6S003752 VES75102946
VES63003888 VES78103037
VES68003816 VES73105486
VESS8003949 VES7 3103489
VES63004016 VEET75103654
VES63004340 VES73205764




