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Corvette C4 Heater Core Removal

"1

R
D AT
Taiss §

By PJ Rentie

automol

restored an

1y
100

¢r. The car was

ed me to have something I could take pnde . s

 sometk

g stumped me, 1

s when [ would sit for hours and warch him fix

’

taken apart.

hat meant watching things

» parts were bent and scratched, and I didnt necessarily

1 1. . 1
wouwld go ur GOuUsC and go to

put ["

1 1 4
k together. As | got

I i 201 STucK, | had to work

oldcr

ve the proper tools. The sec

¢ best way to avoid the frustration that goes

Lo

= - along with the work is o

e
g

T it 2
Siell out some hard-earmed
bucks and have

enced technician to do

1 experi-

ror vou.

subject of this article. We

Before you do onything you must, of
tourse, disconnect the battery,

eater core. stor s note: No, not PJs

had an "85 Corvette with a leaky
- tague is an 84, and .

ur the only

Blubonic

1s the heater core.) No problem, 1

2 A n;t::»k :1:;1

ugh our GM Service Manual le to believe it was an casy fix:

r only dedicated a page to the entire procedure. T be a piece

. 1 " y i ¥ . % .
Ol QAKE, we thought. _"‘\.'T'.l.‘ulr\, We Knew that it \\'\‘I.:]L.... DC 4 Walk

o

fi'.;.‘ core. Bu

1g behind

Six hours later,

3, deposited about $400 bucks in

s nt gotten the core out. Unfortunarely, this is

the case for '84-89 C In 1990, The General revised the dash

and firewall so that the heater core comes out through the engine com-

-and a lot iess frustratn

partment, which is considerably ea
¢

WOy you

ere going to show you some of the ups and downs involved

hink seriously abour leaving this job to the pros. The

in working on a car like the Corvette is thar it’s cum-

biggest probl

bersome. There’s absolutely no room to get your hand and a wrench in

ace, at the same you'll find there s no room

the same

L
t will take more

. 1 1 1
IL‘J:K'.".\:C 4nd an even e more '\CTLL‘II\\\{ al-home mechanics

have. If you need a heater core in your 84-89 Vette, 1a

ke my advice and

drive it to the nearest de: aip, GO0 not pass go, do not collect your

ith a few bills

A ; : i
3200—Detter yet, ta 0 and give 1t (al

more-
more

a six-hour job at most st be

ps) to the technician. You'll
much happier for ir. =




Corvette C4 Heater Core Removal

SOMETHING YOU SHO

ULDN'T TRY AT HOME
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Next, the deshpad is mode ready for removol. There ore five screws under the leoding
edge, ond two in the defrester vent of the base of the windshield

To remove the dashpod, grob it ot the defroster vent cad pull back. If you love your
Corvette, this is going to be o really hard step for you because itll feel like the dashped is
going to breok before it snaps free. The manual didn’t fell us how to remove the pad, but
thankfully we figured it cut before we destroyed it by trying to pull it up

Lal

With the lower portion of the dosh remeved, we now have eosy occess 1o remove the
driver’s side defroster ducts. The manucl fold us that we needed to remove this piece, but
didn’t tell us exctly where it was, or what it looked like

Meving to the passenger side, we found that the corpeted ponel connot be removed the
some woy the driver’s side wos, so we needed fo gain occess from the top. We began by
remoring the trim panel for the fuse box. Right about now, we're thinking thot we should
abendon this project — but hey, we're troopers, right?

60 MAY 2000

After o good firm pull, the doshpad was cut. Getting 1o this point required obout three
hours of frustration and trying to decipher the GM manual (we never really found out whot
¢ “Hush Ponel” i5), ond obout $93 in the “Swear Jor.*

The next item sloted for removel wos the AC duct (arrow “4"). However, the manval for-

ge1s 1o mention this broce (arrow “B), which is in the woy.
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SOMETHING YOU SHOULDN'T TRY AT HOME
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Finolly, the
heater core
cover can be
removed
axposing the
core (on the
right). We stuck
this picture in
just to show
how little reom
| there is!

We hod the most fun (yes, I'm being sorcastic) pulling out the ductwork for the Roar vents
IF your Vatte is equipped with on oftermarket stereo, we suggest thet you foke the fime to
remave it —otherwise, you'll rip out wires when the duct is removed.

The side window
defrester duct can
now be disconnected,
which leaves us room

Il 1o remove the EQM
The manual, of

i course, doesn't soy
how, it just soys
“remove ECM.”
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1 longer, os well os PR ?
another set of Although the meaual didn't specily it, we had 1o remove the left side dosh cushion, other-
elbows! wise known as “The Loof.” Agoin, we needed o pair of “custom orms” o handle this job.

Trying to remove
this brace, which
goes from the pas-
senger side door
pillar to the inner
dash structure,
olmes! stopped us
in our trocks. It
wos next 10 impos-
sible to get o
wrench on one of
the bolts, ond
when we got there
it wos on so fight e

we thought it had | We ysed o single-edged razor blode fo cut the hoses to the heater core. Don't bather trying

: been welded cal 10 save these pieces. If the heater core hos rotted out, there's o good chance that the hoses
1 oren't far behind.
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SOMETHING YOU SHOULDN'T
LU

Finally, the heater core con be unbolied and removed. By
the way, this is doy two—or is if doy three? We're not
sure becouse we're suffering from exposure.

Be sure o tromsfer the firewall seal from the old core to
the new one, This seol will keep noise, wind, ond the
weather out. We made sure not o forget this, becouse we
don't intend to go through this job ogoin.

Here's the pile of ports we removed from the low-mileage
'85. Working from sumup 1o sundown, the whole process

may foke 3-4 days —if you're lucky, and have oll of the
right tooks. Bear this in mind if you are coasidering fack-

ling this job.
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