Storing a Car for Winter

Submitted by Mark JD (Webster, NY), sinorswim (Toronto, Canada), TP C5 (Clarkston, MI) and Stock Man on CorvetteForum.com.

(Mark JD): Mark's Winter Storage Tips and Procedure
("Tried & True" for almost 30 years of Western New York winters!) 

· GOOD wash and dry; then Meguairs, Zaino, wax? etc.

· FULL tank of gas!

· Change oil & filter (keep oil in house night before, room temperature).

· Vinyl tarp on garage floor under car, even if cement, because moisture rises from the floor and the tarp will prevent some of this moisture from getting to your undercarriage.

· Up on jack stands - Lots of "Pros & Cons" on this, as it may cause problems with the suspension components.

 
OR :


· -Inflate tires to about 45 PSI (prevents flat spotting) and drive tires onto thick carpet pieces.


OR:


· (My practice) Inflate tires to 45 PSI and set the car on CAR DOLLIES! 
(I bought a set of the car-dollies so I can roll the car around the garage all winter long to work on it and keep it tucked out of the way from our 'regular' car!)  I also placed a thick piece of heavy "berber" carpet in each Car Dolly.

· Add good gas stabilizer, such as "Sta-Bil."

· Battery Tender installed. NO need to remove or disconnect battery, this way you retain all memories.

· Mothballs (in a small dish) under the hood. This keeps any "critters" from feasting on any hoses, rubber, etc.

· Plug exhaust with rags. (again: critters!)

· An open bar of Irish Spring in the passenger compartment (again: critters!).   Keeps inside smelling good too, instead of a "musty" smell in the spring.

· Speaking of 'musty'... A box of Baking Soda inside (split-up in a few small dishes) will help absorb some moisture and/ or odors.

· For CONVERTIBLES: Unhitch the top latches so that the top does not "stretch" all winter. This also keeps pressure off the rubber weatherstripping...(this is probably good for coupes too).

· Remove any freezables you may have in your storage compartments, (In the summer, I keep a cleaning/ detailing kit in my rear compartment for car shows, cruise-ins etc.)... if they freeze, they will break and create quite a mess to clean-up. 

· GOOD Cover! (dust blocking, but breathable).


LASTLY: 

· Go in the garage every few weeks or so, bring a few beers and a "gar", take the cover off, and dust, clean, polish and just gawk!! (Or just enjoy staring at it while you anticipate the arrival of SPRING!!).

(sinorswim): Simple and effective storage is as follows: 

a. Fill with gas and add gas stabilizer and run car to make sure stabilizer makes it way through the entire fuel system. 

b. Fill tires to 35-40 PSI. 

c. Park car on soft surface. Foam sheets to avoid flat spots. 

d. Disconnect (-) terminal or better remove battery and store inside for the winter.

(TP C5): Instead of moth balls, use dryer sheets. They don't smell as bad. Also stick them in your exhaust tips.


(Stock Man): Go to Home Depot and buy some 2" extruded styrofoam and cut four pieces big enough to drive up on. Cut bevels with a wood saw front and rear for the rear ones so that you can drive up and over them and onto the front ones. Which only need bevels on one end to drive up on. Very cheap compared to the ones that you buy for 300 dollars and you are up and insulated from the concrete. Also stops those flat spots on the tires. Don't inflate over 40 psi - it states this on the tires. The rest I agree with the above from the other members. Do lots of Zaino.


(TP C5): Buy tire cradles, get the tires off the cement floor.

