Windshield Wiper Problem

Submitted by Mikelly (Fredericksburg, VA) and Bill Curlee (Gates Ferry, CT) on CorvetteForum.com.

(Mikelly): So today I go to pick up my 1999 Corvette and we noticed the windshield wipers aren't working. The washer works, and since they both ride the same circuit, I suspect it isn't the fuse. The manual mentions a relay. Any ideas? Anyone else dealt with this?

(Bill Curlee): I have a 1998 and experienced the same problem as you. This is what I found was wrong with mine!  I have a newer C5 that I swapped out the wiper control switch with and it DID NOT fix the problem!  I pulled the wiper assembly out and disassembled the cover for on the motor! The motor assembly has a printed circuit board with relays, IC components, resistors, capacitors, diodes and a cam operated switch on it. It looked hopeless but I flushed it off TV tuner wash/cleaner.
The well that the wiper motor sits in was full of water and the motor/control unit was flooded!  The next major component in the troubleshooting line is the motor. I took the windshield cowl off and immediately found the problem!   
That stuff displaces the moisture and cleans out all of the crud! It did a GREAT job! After it was clean and somewhat dry, I put it under a heat lamp for four hours. 

While it was drying, I figured out why the well flooded! There are three rubber utter shaped drain tubes that were plugged up with dirt and crud! The flooded well also caused water to leak into the driver’s compartment foot well and soak the carpet! The water came in through the wiper motor wiring harness bulkhead plug.  Once the motor was dry I reassembled the unit and tested it prior to reinstalling it back in place. 

Long story made short, my repair efforts were successful and the motor works as good as new! LESSON LEARNED! I check the wiper well drains every time I wash the car! 
