Door Panel Separation Fix – Another Method

Submitted by Argent C5 (Chadds Ford, PA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/29/12)

A couple years back, a forum member posted detailed instructions on how to fix your delaminated door panels: http://forums.corvetteforum.com/c5-g...up-how-to.html

This problem seems to happen to every C5 eventually, and Argent was no exception:
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Not having a shop vacuum to sacrifice, nor the time and patience to do the whole remove, drill, hypo, suction thing, I was looking for another approach. Another post had mentioned slicing the door panel, re-gluing and adding an aftermarket armrest. Made sense and I thought I'd document how easy it is.

What you need (well maybe not the duct tape):
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Outline the area of the armrest pad to avoid making too large a cut.
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Then make several cuts with the razor knife.
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Use a hairdryer to soften the vinyl (it is actually pretty pliable to begin with), liberally spray the adhesive into the opening and work the vinyl back against the door panel. If you have a fast-acting adhesive, you need only hold it down for a few minutes because there is no longer any pull on the vinyl. Note that there had been enough shrinkage over the years that the cut separates by about 1/4" or so and the wrinkle is gone.

[image: image5.jpg]O : e 1o

(i «w“""m







Cover the cut ends with duct tape (probably unnecessary but all bubba-fixes should involve duct tape).
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Affix the armrest and you are done.
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On close examination you can see it is not perfect -- there is still a tiny bit of separation toward the back of the panel over the armrest pad. But, with the added "slack" in the vinyl there is unlikely to be any further separation, and the armrest will not come up. $100 and less than two hours to do both sides.

Now you have options!
