How to Install a Shift Light

Submitted by TX C5 (Austin, TX), racer44 (Calgary, Alberta, Canada) and onfire (Richlands, VA) on CorvetteForum.com.

(TX C5): You can find a white wire in the main harness in the pass foot well. There is about three of them.   I use a multi-meter with a tachometer function (set for 4 cylinder) and test the wires for RPM. Only one will show RPM.

(racer44): After about 10 minutes, I pulled the mat, cover, under-dash panel, kick panel/side trim, and tape off of the main wire harness under there, and pulled out the four small gauge white wires. I believe there were five, but it was a thicker gauge so I ignored it. I think only two of the four come from the grommet going through the fire wall into the PCM.  (Kind of hard to see, but that’s what it looks like.) Used my MSD RPM switch with a 3g chip and just tried the two lines one at a time and got it. No more pulling tires and wheel wells. Also tried to find the line that actives the T/C off light to make sure that I wouldn't spray with it on but after about 50 wires I gave up deciding that there is just a data line that feeds all the info to the dash cluster.  (I don’t care if GM says there is one as my two hours and meter says different and hearing otherwise would put me into convulsions, LOL.)   Also, I have a 5800 chip and notice that it comes on at about 5500-5600. I would imagine that the factory tachometer is off a little or can’t keep up with the acceleration rate in the first two gears. Hope this makes life a little easier for those about to hook up tachometer lights/ window switches on the rides.


OK, I have the pictures.   I did not untape the harness because I didn’t have time to redo all of it before my lunch hour was over but I will explain. On the far right side of the harness you will see the grommet on the firewall that all the computer wires come through. In that harness, you will see probably two small gauge white wires. You can pull a little on them to see which ones they are when they flow into the bigger part of the harness. You want to tap into the wires at the bigger part of the harness just because you will have more room to work with and it will be a lot easier. 

If you don’t know how to take the pass side apart then: 

1. Pull up on the side kick panel starting from the seat belt mount. There will be three snaps that hold it in. 

2. Pull the kick panel away from the front tire to un-pop the fourth (last) snap. 

3. Pull the two plastic panel pins out of the under dash by the bottom of the glove box and pull the panel down. It will feel kind of sticky, but just twist a little and pull until it slides past the carpet and sound deadening. 

4. Push one side of the snaps that hold the under dash light in and push it through the hole towards the carpet, twist upright and push back through the hole so the panel can be completely removed and out of your way. 

5. VERY CARFULLY, use a razor blade (pen knife, Stanley, or box cutter, don’t use a sharp knife cause it won’t cut as easy and you could cut yourself and or your car up when you use pressure and it breaks loose) and slice the tape by running the blade with the wires, not against them. Don’t go deep, just deep enough to get through the thickness of the tape.

Don’t forget, the white wires coming from the hole in the firewall. Should only be two, so testing for the right one is quick. Just follow the wires from the hole and tug on them to see them move in the bigger part. You will have to wiggle your fingers into the harness to pull them out.
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(onfire):   Shift lights have a three wire hook-up. One goes to a 12 volt power source. One goes to a ground. One goes to the tachometer wire. Since there are two white wires (either one could be the tachometer wire), you have to strip a tiny piece of insulation off of the wire and test it for an RPM signal. You can either use a muti-meter and touch the wire with the meter probe while the engine is running to see if it shows RPM or you can set the shift light to a low RPM and rev the engine to see if it lights.  If it does, then that's the wire you use - if it does not, then you try the other white wire.


