Getting Smell out of Air Conditioning System

Submitted by WhiteC5Vette (TN) on CorvetteForum.com.

The evaporator core is located inside the HVAC module, inside the dash. The radiator at the front of the car is called a condenser. Spraying this stuff on the condenser will do absolutely nothing to cure this problem except to kill any live bugs in the area. The problem is due to one of two different reasons: 

Debris is present in the HVAC module. 
Microbial growth on the evaporator core.

When the blower motor fan is turned on, the microbial growth may release an unpleasant musty odor into the passenger compartment. To remove odors of this type, the microbial growth must be eliminated. Perform the following procedure: 

Deodorize the evaporator core using a Deodorizing Aerosol Chemical. 

Perform the following steps in order to deodorize the air conditioning system: 

1. Ensure that the plenum that draws outside air into the HVAC module is clear of debris. 
2. Disable the air conditioning compressor clutch operation by disconnecting the clutch coil electrical connector. 
3. Dry the evaporator core by performing the following steps: 
    Start the engine. 
    Select the maximum temperature setting. 
    Select the recirculation mode. 
    Run the blower motor on high for 10 minutes. 
4. Locate an area in the air conditioning duct between the blower motor and the evaporator core downstream of the blower motor. 
5. Drill a 3.175 mm (0.125 in) hole where the hole will not interfere with or damage the following components: 
    The blower motor.
    The evaporator core.
    Any other operating part the of system .
Wear safety goggles and latex gloves in order to perform the following actions (Some of this stuff is very toxic until it evaporates) 
6. Select the maximum blower speed. 
7. Insert the deodorizer extension tube into the hole to the mark on the extension tube. 
8. Use short spray bursts and vary the direction of spray for a 2-3 minute period of time. 
9. Shut the engine OFF. Allow the vehicle to sit for 3-5 minutes. 
10. Seal the 3.175 mm (0.125 in) hole with body sealer or RTV gasket compound. 
11. Start the engine. 
12. Operate the blower motor on high for 15-20 minutes to dry. 
13. Reconnect the air conditioner compressor clutch coil electrical connector. 
14. Verify proper clutch operation. 

However, this is not a cure for the problem, it may only be a temporary fix. To cure the problem an after blow relay or module should be installed. Most GM vehicles have one of these that is offered. Depending on the vehicle, the time to install can take up to three hours. It all depends on how many wires required splicing, how easy it is to locate the wires, and where to install the relay or module.


The after blow relay or module will turn the heater blower fan on after the vehicle is turned off, and run the system for about 10 minutes.
Not all cars have this problem. 
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Perform the following procedure:

· Deodorize the evaporator core using Deodorizing Aerosol Kit.

Perform the following steps in order to deodorize the air conditioner system:

· Ensure that the plenum, which draws air into the HVAC module, is clear of debris.

· Disable the air conditioner compressor clutch operation by disconnecting the clutch coil electrical connector.

Dry the evaporator core by performing the following steps:

· Start the engine.
· Select the warmest temperature setting.

· Select the recirculation mode.

· Run the blower motor on high for 10 minutes.

· Locate an area in the air conditioner duct between the blower motor and the evaporator core downstream of the blower motor.

· Drill a 3.175mm (0.125 inch) hole where the hole will not interfere with or damage the following components:  the blower motor, the evaporator core, any other operating part of the system.

Wear safety goggles and latex gloves in order to perform the following actions:

· Select the maximum blower speed.

· Insert the deodorizer extension tube into the hole to the mark on the extension tube.

· Use short spray bursts and vary the direction of spray for a 2-3 minute period of time.

· Shut the engine off.  Allow the vehicle to sit for 3-5 minutes.

· Seal the 3.175mm (0.125 inch) hole with body sealer or RTV gasket compound.

· Start the engine.

· Operate the blower motor on high for 15-20 minutes to dry.

· Reconnect the air conditioner compressor clutch coil electrical connector.

· Verify proper clutch operation.

Submitted by Carcass (Santa Maria, CA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/24/11)

Pretty normal after using the air conditioning a lot.  You can run the heater on full heat/fan for about ten minutes after using the air conditioning, to dry out the evaporator, and that does keep the smell away, but it also becomes a pain to do (especially in hot weather).

You might check the udders (air conditioner condensate drains) to make sure they're not plugged (squeeze them and any crap will usually fall out).  There's one under the wiper motor, which you can get to by removing the outside edge screws on the drivers side rear fender liner and reaching in (the one in front of the side cove).

There is also one on the other side, but I can't remember exactly where it is (been a year or so since I checked mine) - hopefully someone will chime in with an exact location for that one.

Submitted by ALLEGRO (Memphis, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/24/11)
First, check your udders just the above post recommends.

Then, here's what I do: About a mile away from home, I turn the compressor off and the fan on HI and let the system clear out. It will not take very long and you will not have than nasty smell when you start off again the next time.

Submitted by boy at heart (Stratford, Ontario) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/24/11)
Close the outside ventilation with control and spray PURE AYRE close to mats and return air, let run for a few minutes. I do that every spring and no more musty smell for the year.

Submitted by 99 vett babycar (Pawleys Island, SC) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/24/11)

Both AutoZone and Advance Auto (among, I'm sure others) sell a product (can't remember the name, just tell them what you want) that will eliminate that musty odor if it’s being caused by mildew. I've used it on several friends' C5's with great results.

Submitted by o3Z06eb405 (Media, PA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/24/11)

Lysol air freshener works great it also kills mildew. I used it on a truck I had a few years ago. Worked like a charm.
